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WUS AUSTRIA: The First 15 Years
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Dr. Konrad Ginther brought with him the - Tevaateter: Tide all over the world. Since 1994, following

idea of founding an Austrian committee of 29.10.1980  Eraordung des Rektors Dr.Felix the conflict in former Yugoslavia, WUS

the World University Service. | gladly took Pl e Austria has developed a regional focus
on South Eastern Europe (SEE).

Through this, interested higher education G e Duel) W9 G5 Ul s Ll ST L) e

. DRty yousze 1991, the Austrian committee of the WUS
teachers and students could take part in e s
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The 1980s and early
1990s

The newly founded WUS Austria was
Sl e _ concerned with legal aid programs in
~3~3-\< ' ) South Africa and the support of the

SRS |, . » militarily-occupied universities in
1995, Kampala, Uganda - Prof. Wolfgang Benedek with participants g m m
of the Postgraduate Course on Human Rights of Women in Kampala : f

Latin America, and collaborated with
Q‘ik

committees in India and Sri Lanka.

WUS Austria also ran post-graduate
summer courses in Stadtschlaining
and then in Makerere University in
Kampala.

“Even though WUS Austria developed
from being a locally important initia-
tive into an organization of international
stature long ago: It is the original
principals of borderless solidarity which
are still reality today - more alive and
necessary than ever!

We are proud to have been there at the
beginning and offer our hearty
congratulations!”

Of special importance here were the
support for the right to education for
those being politically pursued, and
theautonomyof theuniversities. Inthis
vein, the so-called Lima Declaration
regarding freedom and autonomy in
higher education was produced by the
1988 WUS general meeting. Manfred
Nowak, who is still active as a board
member of WUS Austria today, was
the driving force behind this important
step.

(Grete Kernegger, Monika Fritz and
. . a 1995, Kampala, Uganda - Irene Kisule from WUS Uganda with Gerd
Barbara Wiegele from the University Oberleitner from WUS Austria

of Vienna) Until 1990

WUS International was mainly involved
in supporting higher education in
Africa and Latin America and offered
thousands of refugee-students the
chance to proceed with their education.
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Senior Lecturer an der Universitit

Programme of Human Rights
in the Educational Sector

von Lesotho fiir Vilkerrecht
The WUS Human Rights progromme seeks to: oiganisations and higher education Institutions haove
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> Promote the right to education and its of the Lima Declaration have been the starting point for |
implementation world wide. discussions between governmental (United Nations, ‘k‘ l v
UNESCO) and nen-governmental organisations and u n ‘ . v u x ‘“ S h ' Lu . ‘
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» Encourage academic freedom and autenamy in universities on the development of an Intemational
the higher education sector. Irstrument on academic freedom.

> Engoge In human rights teaching. education and The result of the draft Declaration on Academic
dissemination of Infarmation, Freedom was noted during the UNESCO International
Conference on Human Rights and Democrocy and

» Defend and promote human nights of members of subsequently presented to UNESCO's General
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‘1\“ ’a “-l \\ . 'll“ al natienal, regional and Intemational leved, consist of: Academic Freedom 1990 was published In Septamber
SO prat ATE 1990 and reports on the situation of academic freedom
Promoring THE Lima DecLaration and human rights in the educational sector in Colombia,
El Salvador, Palestine, Peru, South Afica and Srl Lanka
. . . The Uima Declaration on Academic Freedom and the and includes 11 additional country brefings. Acodemic
1994, Stadtschlammg, Austria — Beatrice Achaleke at the 2nd o ":;rw‘ oﬂug:r oam;crrlsaset of  Freedom 1991/92 wos published In January 1993 and Afro-Asiatisches Institut
. principles o guarantee aca eedomas  reports on the situation in Burma, Lebanen. Malawi,
()] Postgraduate Course on Human Rights of Women £ sssarfich Praconaion for fhoae schanation, Iaeoarch;  Pedcguby: Potoaline; S Lankn. SU4on, ond Somond. Leechgasse 22, ARENA
odminstative and senvice functicns of the university and The third velume of the book will be published In AUSﬂlm
S ofther Institutions of higher education. The Declaration Cetober 1994 and will include reporfs on the human
further deals with lssues such as equal occess fo the rights sttuation at all educationd levels in: Burma, Central
acodemic community, nen interference in research and Europe, Colombia, Guatemala, Haifi, Iran, Kosove. Imptesaum; WUS-Austia, Schubertstraie 24, A-8010 Graz, — Drick: Buchs und Offsstdruck ki, 010 Genz, Newtorgaase 26
teaching. the freedom to maintain International  Malowl, Palestine, Peru, i Larka, Sudan. South Afica,

contacts, students rights, freedom of asociation and the Tibet. USA and Zaire. This annual survey b published by
duties of all institutions of higher education, The Lima WUS In cooperation with Zed Press, |
Declaration was adopted by WUS at Its General
Assambly In 1988, The text of the Lima Declaration s
available in Arable, Chinese, English, French, German. WUSACNOH on vaﬂBNS,
Russian, Spanish, Swedish and Turkish. A seven point InFormATION AND NETWORKING
progromme guides natlonal activities. and an
Intormation Kit ks avallabile in English, French and Spanish WUS hos Consultafive Stahus with fhe United Nations and
Intervenes in the UN human rights structures - the
The main target of the international campaign is to Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission
promote standord setting in the field of academic on the Protection of Minorities and Prevention of
freedom. Numerows intemational, regional and national Discrimination -to reveal violations of academic
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