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“World University Service - Austrian 
Committee” was re-founded in Graz with 
three active groups in Graz, Vienna and 
Salzburg.

1983

WUS International was 
mainly involved in support-
ing higher education in 
Africa and Latin Ameri-
ca and offered thousands of  
refugee-students the chance to 
proceed with their education.

Until 1990 

“European Student Relief” was

founded (in a Viennese cafe) by 

an inter-religious British initiative 
in order to support students of  the 
University of  Vienna, who were in 
a desperate situation after the First 
World War. 

1920 World University Service (WUS) is one of  the 
oldest NGOs to be engaged in human rights. 
Already after the First World War, 
WUS contributed to the reconciliation 
of  the various European nations by 
organizing student exchanges and 
supporting disadvantaged students.

(Prof. Dr. Manfred Nowak)

“European Student Relief” changed 
its name to “World University Service 
- WUS”.

WUS is organised as a loose 
federation of  more than forty 
independent country committees 
with an International Management 
Board, presently chaired by WUS 
Canada. It has consultative status 
within the United Nations and 
UNESCO.

The first foundation of  an Austrian 
WUS Committee took place after the 
Second World War, but it did not stay 
active for long.

1950 

End of  the 80s – WUS International “Strategy Meeting for WUS 2000”. 
Issa Salim, PhD, today Chairman of  WUS Palestina (in the middle) and 
Prof. Wolfgang Benedek, Chairman of  WUS Austria (4th from the right) 
with collaborators. 

1998 – WUS International meeting. Harald Dossi, PhD (in the middle), today Head 
of  the Department for European Affairs in the Austrian Federal Chancellery, and 
Prof. Wolfgang Benedek, Chairman of  WUS Austria (right)

1998 in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates – Prof. Manfred Nowak and Prof. Wolfgang 
Bendek after a meeting with his Majesty, the Emir of  Sharjah 

Beginning of  the 80s - WUS Austria Flyer

WUS Austria is a member of  
WUS International. Besides 
the Head Office in Graz, 
WUS Austria has operative 
offices in Belgrade, 
Podgorica, Pristina and 
Sarajevo and focal points in 
further 7 countries (Albania, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, 
Macedonia, Moldavia, 
Rumania, 
Slovenia). 

Today


